West Michigan Coastal Kayaker
The Newsletter of the
West Michigan
Coastal Kayaker’s Association

wm
cka
.org

May-June-July 2004

Symposium Report from the Beach Master's Tent!
At 1:30pm, on the Friday of Symposium weekend, I was
pulling into Camp Pendalouan and something
seemed . . .umm . . .strange! But it wasn't until I had my
tent camper almost set up that I figured out what it was.
For only the second or third time in the eight years I've
been attending the symposium I was actually setting up
camp under clear, blue skies and no rain! Of course
everyone who attended the symposium this year knows
our luck didn't hold all weekend but at least we had
reason to hope. This was a very different symposium
for me than in past years. The first few years I was a
participant, then I helped with the children's program,
and after certifying as an ACA instructor, I've been an
instructor for the last four years. This year, as the cochair, I had a very different view of the event from the
beach master's tent, rather than the seat of my kayak.
So this gives me the opportunity to write about the symposium from a little different perspective.
For obvious reasons, numbers are important to the
planning committee (for all of you who hate numbers or
are math phobics you can skip this part, or seek counseling from Paul Fishback, our resident math expert!).
This year we had about 110 participants, 36 instructors
and staff, and 6 vendor staff. The instructors were responsible for 58 class sessions, spread out over the

First Impression’s

entire weekend. Although the activities and schedule
for the symposium have evolved over time, many of the
things we do are tried and true. This year did have
some firsts for us: the first time for a recreational kayak
track of classes; the first time Betsie Baye and Groove
Engine entertained at the symposium; and the first time
we had to make the decision to pull classes off the water because of the weather. That last one was a particularly memorable occasion for me since I was the one
who had to make the decision!
Usually, as an instructor, I am running from class to
class and, in between, making multiple clothing
changes. So the weekend tends to pass in a blur, but
as I said before, this symposium was a bit different.
As Brenda Hennink and I
manned the Beach Master's
tent we had the opportunity
and time to make some
observations throughout the
weekend. First of all, when
was the last time you went
to a lake in Michigan, on a
busy weekend, and everywhere you looked people
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were wearing PFD's on the water? Or, remember
what your grandmother used to say about the
neighbors down the street - they don't have enough
sense to come in out of the rain!? Well, on Monday,
during the torrential downpours, all of you heading
out on the water for classes were a sight to behold!
I would be willing to bet that was an experience
none of you will ever forget! And, I must say, Ron
Smith went above and beyond the call of duty setting up the navigation course when the rain was
falling so hard you could barely see five feet in front
of you (Hey Ron, how come Laurie was dry during
that whole class, I thought you were coinstructors?). Next year Brenda and I think it would
(Continued on page 2)

By
Mark Molina

Editor’s Note: This report from Mark Molina is re- Traditional Greenland-style
printed with permission from the QayaqUsa.org mes- paddles were omnipresent;
traditional classes were Attendees dance to the tunes of the Groove Engine.
sage forum.
Photo by Jack Keyes
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The View from the Bay
Another Symposium has come and gone, the weather
once again challenging the resolve of all involved. I
don't know if anyone has kept track, but having been
involved since symposium #1, I'd say we've had rain
more Memo weekends than not. Weather aside, the
2004 symposium was great. I'd like to thank everyone
from our co-chairs (Lynn and Laurie) to the safety patrols (who stoically manned the duck line in the drizzle). Special thanks to the Vanwyk's, who every year
sit vigil at the registration desk throughout the event.
Jack Keys, as unofficial digital paparazzo, did an excellent job of documenting the weekend's finer moments. Mark Molina's presentation on the Greenland
competition was a high point for me as well as a lot of
other 'stick' paddlers. The entire club deserves a pat
on the back for a job, once again, well done.
Here in the northland, summer is making a valiant
attempt at asserting itself, alternating days of cold
deluges and steamy 80's and 90's. Fortunately we
haven't had the flooding that plagues the southern
parts of the state, and the lake levels are returning.
The Lakies are also finding their way north to their
summer haunts and our quiet little village is beginning

By
Al Anderson

Help Needed

to bustle. I'm waiting to see
if the high fuel prices will
dampen the spirits of the
powerboats - some of the
bigger cruisers are the marine counterparts of Escalades and Hummers…
gulp.
When you visit Frankfort this year you'll see an addition to the western skyline. Where a one-story motel
used to nest next to the beach now stands a threestory condominium complex. A few years back, the city
built a restroom at the beach (ironically due to complaints by the aforementioned motel owners). It was a
majestic structure, rivaled only by the architectural
ostentation of the local Lutheran church. The outcry
from locals and Lakies alike was so furious that the city
was forced to raze the structure before it was ever put
to use. It seems commercial prosperity always trumps
public benefit in the long run. I'm told the view from the
condos of the Porta-Johns on the beach is breathtaking (pun intended).

talk to them and participate in one of their sessions.
This year we were lucky enough to have Betsie Baye
and Groove Engine perform on Sunday night. If you
(Continued from page 1)
run into Al and Betsie Anderson this summer, let them
be a good idea to have one section of the 'Dressing for know how much we enjoyed the band!
Paddling' class focus on color coordination. The reason kayakers only have other kayakers for friends is It would be impossible to have the symposium without
because no one else will be seen in public with them. the support of our dedicated corps of instructors and
Who else dresses in black neoprene with a blue pad- staff. All of them volunteer their time to ensure that
dling jacket, yellow ballcap, and orange PFD, paddling beginning coastal kayakers get excellent instruction
a red over white kayak (interchange any colors here, from the start of their paddling careers; that intermedias long as they don't match; clashing colors are prefer- ate paddlers get the chance to upgrade their skills; and
able!). By the way, all of you who have matching blue that all Great Lakes paddlers are safe on the water.
and yellow dry suits (you know who you are), try not to Most of our instructors have other, full-time jobs
congregate in groups of three or more. People already and give their time out of love for the sport; to all
think kayakers are weird enough without them wonder- of you, thank-you for your dedication, time, and
ing if there is a Star Trek convention in town!
skill.

Beach Master

The best part about being co-chair of an event like the
symposium is that I get to thank all of the generous
people who gave their time, experience, funds, or
equipment to the club. First, to all of the participants,
thank you for your patience and flexibility when the
weather went sour and we had to change the class
schedule.
A thank-you to this years' raffle donors, who included:
Michael Gray (Uncommon Adventures - $295 gift certificate for an instructional course); Hexagon House
Bed & Breakfast ($150 gift certificate for a night's stay);
Bill and Paul's Sporthaus ( 2 - $30 gift certificates); The
Outpost (4 - $25 gift certificates); Lee's (gear bag) and
Robin Savage (2 Inuit paddles). If you happen to go
into any of the paddle shops this summer please thank
them for supporting WMCKA and the symposium.
Thank you to our guest paddlers/speakers, Mark Molina and Ken Fink. I hope all of you had a chance to

Finally, as most of you know, planning for the
symposium begins late in the fall and continues
throughout the winter. The WMCKA symposium
planning committee members are all volunteers
who believe strongly in giving symposium participants the safest and best instructional experience
possible. They made my job so much easier this
year by always being ready and willing to take on
the many tasks that must be done to put on an
event of this size. These are the behind the
scenes people who rarely get recognized for their
efforts. So I will take this opportunity to thank
them here: Bob & Kathy Burmania, John & Margaret Staudt, Steve Adsmond, Frits & Clarice
Kwant, Karl & Jacquelyn Geisel, Keith Wikle,
John & Jan VanWyk, Fred McConkey, Brenda
Hennink, and, finally, to my co-chair, Laurie Levknecht - thanks for all the help with the instructors,
class schedule, and keeping me sane!
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The process of compiling, printing and
mailing the WMCKA newsletter has
always been a large undertaking. In
years past we have tried several methods of getting the newsletter from the
printer’s to the Postal Service. The least
costly of these methods uses volunteers
to collate, fold, staple, label, stamp and
mail each newsletter.
We usually overrun someone’s house in
the Grand Rapids area for an evening
and combine the task with the telling of
tall tales and/or consuming really good
food & beverages.
If you would like to help out in this effort please contact me, or any of the
board members listed on Page 3.

Pulling out of the parking lot after a symposium is always a bit sad for me. There are some people that I
won't see again until next year and some that I will
paddle with this summer. But, then again, planning for
next year starts in...five...short... months, YIKES! I
hope to see all of you next year at the 16th Annual
WMCKA Symposium! Until then, paddle safe and I'll
see you on the water!

Photo by Jack

From Learning to Teaching

By
Adriene
Levknecht

Editors Note: Adriene was a member of the original WMCKA Kids
Program in 1996. She soon out-grew the class. It was great to have
her back again this year.
This year at WMCKA, I got the great chance to teach kids how to
paddle a sea kayak. I am Adriene Levknecht, daughter of the very
popular Laurie Levknecht with Changing Directions.
After seven years of coming to Symposium and seeing everyone and
even doing the kids classes up until two years ago, I was asked by
my mom to teach the kids. I was the "constant" for the kids, I was always with them, there was always a different adult to help teach
every class, I was always there with the kids.

Adriene assists a student into the water.

Photo by Jack

Teaching kids how to do something that I also love to do is a great
experience. Also to have the kids rely on me to always be there was
a very new thing to me. In the kids class we did wet exits in the
morning right before lunch, to get the kids used to being wet. We
then took a paddle in the afternoon teaching different paddle
strokes, leaning, and steering. When we came back everyone got
wet, doing wet exits, standing up in their boats and splashing each
other. The next day it was so windy, we worked in rescues with the
kids, safety and how to stay warm in the water. Sadly, the day was
so windy that we could not take the kids out on the lake again after
lunch,
so we
played
games
Photo by Jack Keyes
up
in
Jeremy prepares for rodeo action!
the field
and did teamwork activities. I am still learning new things about
kayaking every day, and next year I am getting a chance to do
so everyday.
I am going to a school next year called World Class Kayak Academy, where we travel the world, see the sights, river kayak, and
we are doing all of this while we are still in a high school environment. The student to teacher ratio is 3:1, I will be getting the best
chance to learn something new every day that I am there. If you
are interested in looking at the school go to their web-site at
Photo by Jack Keyes
Aiden prepares to re-enter his kayak.
www.worldclassacademy.com.
I am also accepting donations to have the greatest high school adventure any kid has ever been able to get. My email address is: FHCSwim3001@aol.com.

Wanted!
Your Trip Report
No Trip is too small!
Send a short write-up and
any pictures you have to:
Karl.geisel@wmcka.org

I will be writing to this newsletter about every month, so
that everyone knows where
I am in the world and what I
am up to. Also I am making
a web-site to map my travels, I will also put that in the
newsletter.
I had a great this year at
Symposium. Thank you to
everyone.
Adriene Levknecht
Kayla, Taylor and Margaret raft up for stability.
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Website Updates at wmcka.org

By
Keith Wikle

FORUMS
The message board is a database
application for discussion, and club
communication.
At the forums you can:
o Post For sale and Want
Ads for kayaks, canoes,
and outdoor gear.
o Post questions about
kayaking techniques and
destinations.
o You can also post messages to find paddling
buddies.

Figure 1

Figure 2

So far we have 113 registered users. Some have already sold kayaks, found paddling buddies, and
even posted a few photos. I encourage everyone in the club to take advantage of this service, as it allows an open forum for discussion
about paddling, gear, and club events.
Here is an easy “how to” on using the message board.

Figure 3

1. Go to http://wmcka.org
2. Click on the menu item marked FORUM (fig 1).
3. YOU MUST REGISTER IN ORDER TO POST MESSAGES TO
THE FORUM (fig 2).
4. Agree to the terms of use.
5. Enter your personal information in the web form that follows. (all
personal information is encrypted with 128 bit encryption algorithms inside a password protected MySQL database.) If you get
SPAM, it won’t be because of this baby! The information is collected so that we have records on our database of who participates

in discussions.
6. You must provide a valid email address. A confirmation code is
emailed to your email account that you MUST click on in order to
confirm your registration. You will not be able to post messages
without clicking on the link emailed to your email address (fig3).
7. Once you have clicked on the link in the email. You can begin
posting messages, post want ads, and for sale ads.
8. If you have questions email: keith.wikle@wmcka.org.

Free Flowing Friendship and Learning
I've not been compelled to write an article for the
newsletter in the past. I've always enjoyed the gatherings and have always had a great time visiting and
sharing with the club. HOWEVER, I had such a fantastic time at the symposium, I feel I need to express my
gratitude.

By
Betsie Anderson

the same without them.
We loved seeing all the familiar faces along with meeting new friends. All the students we spoke with remarked on how great it was that everyone was working
together to make the gathering a success. Lots of students were overjoyed that all the instructors, reps and
symposium staff were friendly toward each other and
In spite of the typical symposium weather, Al and I were there truly to have fun and educate new and
experienced one of the absolute best symposiums intermediate paddlers.
ever. As with symposiums in the past, the weather and
the food left something to be desired but the camara- Among the many highlights of my experience, was
derie made up for the bread, brownies, rice krispy watching Adrienne with the kids playing in the water
treats and thunderstorms.
and kayaks. Those kids will remember that experience
forever. They will take the great memories with them
Right from the start, on Friday night, everyone had big throughout their lives and be thankful for the unending
smiles and welcoming hearts. Jan, Kathy, Lynn and patience and friendship that they got to enjoy. Adrithe others at the registration table made each instruc- enne has grown up to be a great leader. We wish her
tor and participant feel that the symposium wouldn't be all the best in her new adventure to Montana. Good
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Luck Adriene, we'll be thinking of you.
One of the other highlights of the weekend was performing for the club with our band GrooveEngine. I
must admit, I got choked up, looking out into the crowd
to see Doug, Bonnie, Brenda, Lori and Rik, Ron, Belinda, Ed and Dave, Troy and his buddy, Laurie, Ken,
Val and everyone else, sweatin’, dancing and laughing. You all warmed my heart and I thank you for the
memories of joy and friendship.
Until next time- May the water be warm, your kayak be
steady, and let the sun, shine on you.
Betz

Summer Event Summer-ies
a synopsis of WMCKA Events happening this summer….
July 3-5
North Ludington – Camp Douglas Smith
While not a true WMCKA event, a good number of
WMCKA members have always had a bond with
Camp Douglas Smith. Fireworks will be shot off
from the camp on Saturday night and you will be able
to see and hear them up close and personal. Join us
in camping out on Friday and/or Saturday night. Electrical hook-ups are available for campers – cabins will
be available for sharing on Saturday night.
Directions: From Ludington, go East on US-10 for 5.2
mi, then Turn LEFT (North) onto US-31 for 10.2 mi,
then Turn LEFT (West) onto W Free Soil Rd. (B) Continue for 1.0 mi, then Turn RIGHT (North) onto (N) La
Salle Rd for 0.2 mi, then Turn LEFT (West) onto W
White Rd for 1.5 mi, then Turn LEFT (South) onto N
Quarterline Rd for 0.2 mi, Turn RIGHT (West) onto W
Nurnberg Rd for approximately 4.5 mi and watch for
the camps driveway on your LEFT (South).

September 17-19
End-o-Summer Weekend – Platte River Campwww.wmcka.org
ground,
Most people camp at the
Platte River Campground
and kayaks of all shapes and sizes are needed for this between Frankfort and Empire. Saturday usually has
event – especially large volume and recreational kay- a trip down the Platte River from Platte Lake to Lake
aks. If interested contact Bill or Anne Keith at 231- Michigan. Other trips are A group dinner Saturday
779-4349 or elfman@netonecom.net.
night in Glen Arbor.
For group paddling opportunities from WMCKA members
Visit the Forums/Message Board at

July 30 – August 1
September 24-26
Twinkie Conflagration – Frankfort, MI
Wild Wilderness Wave Weekend – Wilderness
Begin with a Friday night paddle across Crystal Lake. State Park
Saturday night’s repast is a Mexican potluck followed This new event is aimed squarely at intermediate to
by the twinkie sacrifice. Camping is primitive (port-a- advanced paddlers. Bring gear for cold water & “good”
john provided), fresh water is nearby.
waves! There is no leadership involved, merely an
Directions: Take US-31 to Benzonia. Grace Rd is opportunity to paddle together and learn from one
found at Crystal Plaza. Take Grace Rd about four another.
miles west to Paul Rose Rd and turn left (south). The
next road you come to (about a 1/2
July 11th
mile) is Sliverville Rd (only left as well).
Membership Note
Kayak For Light – Romona Park, Portage MI
Kayak for Light gives sight-challenged folks the oppor- Phil and Cathy Smith’s place is the first The expiration date of your membership can be found in the
tunity to experience kayaking first-hand. Volunteers drive on the left.
upper left-hand corner of the mailing label on the front of this
newsletter.

WMCKA Board of Directors

Questions?

Title

Name

Phone

Email

President
Vice Pres.
Secretary
Treasurer
At Large 1
At Large 2
At Large 3

Bob Burmania
Steven Adsmond
Trish Harrington
Jon Klatt
John Van Wyk
Keith Wikle
Fred McConkey

(616) 676-1591
(231) 924-3719
(616) 459-5429
(616) 956-6125
(616) 669-1565
(269) 833-2164
(616) 396-5036

rburmania@netpenny.net
adsmond@comcast.net
trish_h@comcast.net
kayakklatt@worldnet.att.net
jjvw@earthlink.net
kjwikle@turtleneck.net
fmcconkey@macatawa.com

Symp Co-Chair
Symp Co-Chair
Web Guy
Newsletter

Lynn Dominguez
Laurie Levknecht
Keith Wikle
Karl Geisel

Email: karl.geisel@wmcka.org

Visit WMCKA On-line at:
www.wmcka.org

WMCKA Non Board Positions
(517) 669-1565
(616)123-1234
(269) 833-2164
(616) 452-3239

dominla@cmich.edu
kayaklaurie@aol.com
kjwikle@turtleneck.net
karl.geisel@wmcka.org

Club Information
Membership Information
Event Calendar

WMCKA Membership Form
Address change only

Name:

New Member
Renewal

Address:

Select a Membership option:
WMCKA Individual ($10/yr)
WMCKA & ACA Individual ($30/yr)
WMCKA & ACA Family ($35/yr)
(Dual WMCKA/ACA Memberships
Include 1 year of Paddler Magazine)
Please make checks payable to WMCKA.

City:

State:

Zip:

Phone:
Email:
I would like my name, phone # and e-mail address included in the membership directory.

Mail To: WMCKA
c/o Karl Geisel
1900 Clearbrook SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49508
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Kayaking Links
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Message Board

A word about WMCKA events
These events are gatherings of
paddlers who share an interest in
kayaking and spending social
time together. They are open to
all interested individuals of any
(or no) skill level. There are no
leaders, lifeguards, or anyone
else responsible the safety of
those who choose to participate.
Everyone is responsible for his/
her own safety and is expected
to use common sense and good
judgement both on and off the
water. Neither WMCKA nor any
of its individual members can be
responsible for the safety of
those attending club events.

July 2-4
North Ludington
Camp Douglas Smith (see article)
July 10th
5th Annual Kayak for Light
Ramona Park
Portage, MI
July 30-August 1
WMCKA Twinkie Conflagration
Smith/Anderson Compound
(Frankfort, MI)
September 17-19
Paddle with the Salmon
Platte River Campground
(Sleeping Bear Dunes NL)
September 24-26
Wild Wilderness Wave Weekend
Wilderness State Park
October 8-10
Fall Stew Confluence
Ludington State Park

Classified Ads
Non-commercial “For Sale” and “Wanted” ads
are available for WMCKA members and other
area clubs. Each ad will appear for two issues
unless the individual placing the ad notifies
the editor otherwise. Ads should be submitted
in electronic format to the editor at:
karl.geisel@wmcka.org

NRS kayakers full wetsuit, mens medium, $60.
Contact: Roger at rogdykstra1@juno.
com or 616-241-6364.
Betsie Bay Valkyrie – Fiberglass. $900.
Built in 1993. 17’x22” and approximately 45 lbs. Photos can be seen at :
www.iserv.net/~geisel/boats4sale
Contact: Karl at karl.geisel@wmcka.org
or 616-452-3239
For Sale: Kayak Ultra-light 37 lbs. Cascade. 14’6”x26”x15” Yellow over White.
All equipment – value $3,000 – Offer.
Grand Rapids, Mich –
Contact: Paul 616-785-9353

For Sale: 2002 P&H Sirius, orange over
white with yellow trim, only 47 lbs! Excellent condition, asking $3000.00.
Contact: Bill or Anne Keith at 231-7794349 or email at: elfman@netonecom.
net

Be sure to check for additional “For
Sale” or “Wanted”
items in the
“FORUMS”
section at the
www.wmcka.org
website!!

SUBMISSIONS
Articles, photos, trip reports, announcements for trips or any other materials relating to kayaking or the environment are
welcome for submission. Electronic media
is preferred (plain text, or MS Word format please). Materials are subject to editing.
karl.geisel@wmcka.org

c/o Karl Geisel
1900 Clearbrook SE
Grand Rapids MI 49508

Event Calendar

