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Getting Started with WMCKA
By Kris Johanson

Hi, Kris here.....that's how I start many of my "informal
newsletters" that I do for our West Michigan group, the
"WeMOGs", based out of Muskegon Michigan.
WeMOGs, you say? What's that?!.....That's what I said
when I was first introduced to the "WMCKAs"! WMCKA,
what's that?....some kind of wimp?
DON'T THINK SO!
now that I'm a member!
Let me explain. Years ago, there was a hiking club based in
Muskegon, which has now been reorganized as the
WeMOGs....West Michigan Outdoor Group. We started out
hiking, then got into biking, did some nature walks and connected up with others in the area who love the outdoors.
(The whole purpose of our group.)
We (myself and hubby Bill) being early retirees are taking

Lo and behold, the
WeMOGS came to
the rescue!
They
organized a meeting
to be held at Jake's
Powers Outdoors in
Montague
whose
main
business,
along with other
things, is "kayaking".
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On that chilly March day a little over a year ago, I remember
standing there ....outside....over this "boat" they called a
kayak; standing there with others, contemplating how one
gets in and out of it, let alone paddling it on the water! I
thought only Eskimos used these "things" and us casual outdoor folks had no business even thinking of getting in one of these strange looking boats!
Boy, was I wrong! And what a great way to get
Bill off his ankles, but still out enjoying this marvelous world of ours.
But back to standing there. I was scared to death
as I listened to the "all about kayaking" talk, and
imagined sitting "on top of the water" in this wierd
thing! As I experienced this "scary feeling", I realized it also made me feel youthful again.....like
when I used to bike/camp by myself during college days...traveling into the unknown, dependent
on myself and discovering the world.

That was a little over a year ago. After that
night, we made the decision to invest in two
kayaks. Mine is a Hurricane, Santee XL, at 11.6
feet. Bill's is an Old Town Dirigo at 10.6 feet.
And what a joy it's been! We've paddled the
Portaging on the Ludington State Park water trail.
Photo Bill Johanson Muskegon, the Pine, the Platte, the White, several lakes in Michigan, and even the Grand River,
advantage of the "time" we "now" have that we didn't have which we don't recommend swimming in!
when we were handling careers, families and other commit- Kayaking has lead us into a different world, discovering
ments. But also being retirees has put us in the "sometimes sights we would never have been able to see from land.
things happen to our bodies" category!
And meeting the nicest folks!! But, you all know this.
Bill developed an Achilles tendon problem....all the hiking We're the new ones!!
and exercising, I guess! WOOO....now what could we do?!
Joining the WeMOGs here in Muskegon and then joining
Was our together time in the outdoors going to be limited to
(Continued on page 3)
sitting around the campfire!
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The Presidents View from the Bay
By Al Anderson, WMCKA President

Well, WMCKA has
put on another outstanding symposium.
The weather couldn't
have been better and
the organization was
excellent. It's always
amazing to see a
group of volunteers
come together to create such a rewarding
event. It is satisfying
to see a large number
of new paddlers get a safer start while
experienced paddlers get an opportunity
to hone their teaching skills and share
with each other. I saw the best "mixing"
of new people with staff and instructors
at meal time and party time than we've
had. As president, I wasn't called upon to
put out a single brushfire all weekend everyone involved did what needed to be
done like parts in a well oiled machine.

All who worked to make it happen should
be proud. The manufacturers reps on the
beach were pleased with the schedule
and level of participation. Some even
stayed longer than they had originally
planned.
Here in the north wood s summer has
not yet built to its tradition A-1 frenzy.
High fuel prices have been blamed for a
reduced number of boaters and tourists
in general. Even Traffic City, the northern hub of summer excitement. seems to
be less grid locked than customary. for
the season. Here in our far village, the
marinas are well below capacity, and the
fudge and soft-serve move at a tentative
pace. Coho and lake trout are at a fraction of their one-time population, so charter skippers can no longer promise fish this on top of prohibitive fuel costs.
Thankfully, my boat has this marvelous
energy converter (kind of like "Mr. Fu-

sion" in the "Back to the Future"
Delorean) that turns cheeseburgers into
horsepower. Every time I pick up my
paddle, I’m doing my part to fight obesity
and the oil shortage.
The Umpteenth Annual Frankfort Paddling Weekend and Twinkie Conflagration is on tap for August 4-6 at the Smith/
Anderson Wilderness Complex. We provide rustic camping with Port-a-Johns
and a no-pressure paddling schedule.
Saturday night it’s a potluck with a Mexican theme - Betz and I will provide taco
meat fresh from our kitchen next door. If
you’re able to be here on Friday, Betz
and I also are doing a small free musical
performance at the park in Frankfort at
7pm. Hope to see you there!
Al

Upcoming WMCKA Events
July 8th: The Kayak for Light event is
held at Ramona Park, the site of Long
Lake, in Portage, Michigan, from 10 am
to 4 pm. WMCKA and Lee’s Fun and
Adventure Store of Portage, Michigan,
sponsor this event. Kayak for Light
gives blind paddlers the opportunity to
experience the thrill of kayaking. Lunch
is provided for all by WMCKA.
We need WMCKA members (nonWMCKA members are welcome, also)
who are interested in giving a day to help
others and feel great about themselves!
Even if you don’t feel comfortable
working in the water with a blind paddler,
you could help on shore with various
things such as registration, lunch,
helping paddlers with equipment, etc.
You do not have to be an experienced
kayaker to assist with Kayak for Light.
Although many kayaks, paddles, etc. will
be provided for the day by Lee’s Fun and
Adventure Store, any extra kayaks or
extra gear that you could lend for the day
would also be very welcome.
We
especially need double kayaks, and
wide, stable kayaks with large, open
cockpits, and extra-large PFDs.
If you are interested in helping out during
Kayak for Light, or if you just want to find
out more about Kayak for Light, contact

either Bill or Anne Keith, phone 231-779- Upon returning to Lower Herring Lake,
4349, email elfman@netonecom.net or we often practice braces, rolls, etc. in the
Jim Ellickson, phone 989-224-8288, warm, sheltered waters.
email ellickson@verizon.net.
Saturday evening’s dinner consists of a
Directions to Ramona Park: From I-94, Mexican potluck fiesta. After dinner, we
take the Sprinkle Road exit, (80), and have our annual campfire and Twinkie
travel south for about 5 miles. Ramona sacrifice, and swap stories about the
Park is on the left or east side of the history of WMCKA, as well as our own
road, and is very well-marked.
adventures.
__________________

On Sunday morning, many people return
to paddle on either Lake Michigan or
Lower Herring Lake.
Others take
A u g u s t 4 - 6 : T h e T w i n k i e advantage of the great local bike trails.
Conflagration (fancy name for a fun- For more information about this event,
filled and relaxing paddling weekend) is contact Al or Betsie Anderson at 231held at Phil and Kathy Smith’s property 3 5 2 - 5 2 2 0 ,
or
email
at
near Frankfort, Michigan. This campsite bbkayak@betsievalley.net.
is primitive, with port-a-johns provided
and fresh water nearby. No reservations Directions to the Smith‘s property: From
either north or south, take US 31 to
are necessary!
Benzonia. Turn west onto Grace Road,
Join us for a moonlight paddle on which is found near the Crystal Plaza.
beautiful Crystal Lake on Friday evening. Take Grace Road four miles to Paul
On Saturday, we gather at about 10 am Rose Road, and turn left (or south).
at the campsite and head to Lower Turn left again on the next road, which is
Herring Lake. We paddle across the Sliverville Road. Phil and Kathy Smith’s
Lake, portage over the dam, and float driveway is the second drive on the left.
out to
Lake Michigan, where we
disembark and enjoy our sack lunches
and camaraderie. Many people then
paddle on Lake Michigan and play in the
waves (either with or without a kayak!) .
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(Continued from page 1)

WMCKA has enabled us to connect up with
other kayakers, make lasting friendships and
share our wonderous watery world. How lucky
we are!!!
I was reminded of this again when I attended
my first WMCKA Confluence at Ludington State
Park. An event I strongly urge you to attend if
you haven't already.
My first WMCKA event to participate in was the
Platte River outing last year. Talk about a WOW!!!
I'll never forget paddling down the river and into
Lake Michigan. And there, right in front of us, was
the world famous Sleeping Bear Dunes! Yeah, I
live in Michigan....been there, done that, of course.
BUT, NOT LIKE THIS!
And this, my friends, is one of the most wonderful
things about kayaking.....it takes you places you
The chow line begins to form for Saturday evening’s food-fest. Photo Bill Johanson
could never go on foot, on a bike or in a "regular"
boat! What a thrill that day was and, with unseaBut let me reassure you if you haven't attended, you need to
block off this weekend for next year to participate. You'll feel
right at home! WMCKA folks are friendly and warm.....just
introduce yourself and you're on your way.
When we arrived Saturday morning, what a sight to behold!!
I think we counted over 55 kayaks already lined up next to
the launching area. Every color, shape, style and age. An
assortment as varied as those who paddled them. And, indeed, also looking as happy and friendly as those about to
"put-in"! Everyone pitched in with helping hands, giving assistance where needed and watching out for each other....
what a great group!
Saturday, at Ludington, turned out to be a warm and inviting
day on the water. Being recreational kayakers we chose to
paddle the "canoe trail" on the southeast side of Hamlin
Lake. Sadly, there was a bit of a wind and since we didn't
want to be forced into a situation of having to "work" at paddling that day, we didn't go out with the sea kayaking group,
which headed for more open water. It was hard to depart
from them as I wanted to connect up with our new WMCKA
friends.

Kris enjoys a day on the water during the WMCKA Symposium. Photo Bill Johanson

sonably warm weather, we swam in Lake Michigan! Some by
choice, some by accident as they ventured out onto the great But, what adventures we had! We discovered a huge flock of
swans, saw several great blue herons, paddled past dunes
lake and took on the swells.
sliding down into the lake, discovered hidden coves of underDavid B. took a spill and was about to swim back to the beach, water dead tree stumps created when the nearby dam was
towing his kayak to re-board, when our new WMCKA friends built, spied deer hiding in the woods on shore, viewed water
insisted -- oh, so persistently, yet kindly -- on giving him an "on plants through the clear waters beginning their spring growth,
the spot" instruction of re-entering in deep water. And that's quietly paddled past swans incubating their eggs and turtles
the second great thing that "kayaking" is all about! Making bathing in the sun, and, even discovered "beaver cuts" on the
new friends, learning, sharing, teaching and being there for banks when we stopped for lunch. Need I say more!!! Kayakeach other as we explore this sport called "kayaking"!
ing takes you to wonderful places and sights.
This past April was my first Ludington Confluence. I have
to admit I was a little nervous. April can be cold! and, being
new to this sport, I hadn't invested in wet or dry suits or even a
spray skirt. (I'm still learning.) Also, I was nervous about kayaking with others who were so much more experienced than I
and, also, with so many who had sea kayaks instead. How
was I to fit in?

If you haven't paddled the park's "canoe trail", when you go, be
ready for some "mucky" portages! Ha, Kathy W. and I decided
to paddle the long way around and meet up with the others after their muddy crossings....guess we weren't ready for knee
deep mud....not warm enough yet for us!
Back at camp that night, we all brought in our contributions for
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Articles, photos, trip reports, announcements for
trips or any other materials relating to kayaking are
welcome for submission. Electronic media is preferred (plain text, or MS Word format please).
Materials are subject to editing.

hanson

Send to: karl.geisel@wmcka.org
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Submissions for the
Spring WMCKA Newsletter
need to be received before:

August 15, 2006
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the potluck dinner and enjoyed sharing stories of the day with
our new and old friends. And boy were the brats good....
thank you WMCKA for providing all the work and organizing
a great meal.
There was a small threat of rain, and sprinkles did start to fall
as we arranged our chairs around the campfire and looked
forward to more conversation. But behold! There's never a
dull moment with the WMCKA group. Rain? No problem....it
was off to "Styx", a local "watering hole" to listen to members,
Betsy and Al's band, Pocket Change. We filled the dance
floor, tipped a few and then slept like babies that night, getting recharged for the next day's paddle.

strapped our kayaks into their racks, stored our gear, said
our good-bys to those leaving and took to the woods. We
hiked one of the park's beautiful trails and talked about our
next trip back to Ludington State Park with the WMCKA
group. We will return!!!
So, as I write this short narrative, we're about to attend the
annual WMCKA Symposium held each year at Camp Pendlouan. Excited? You bet!! Couldn't sleep last night! Maybe
more on this adventure later....from me or someone else. In
the meantime, meet you at the beach at Camp Pendy....I
have my skirt ready for the "kayaking hula"!
HAPPY PADDLING!

So, if you have any reservations about attending next year, Kris Johanson, new [WMCKA] member from Muskegon,
Michigan
put them aside! You will fit in, you will have fun, and you
will meet some great folks! Worried about camping and being cold? Oh, I think I forgot to mention..... myself and the
others who traveled up from Muskegon opted to stay at a
nearby motel! Hey, we didn't want to try everything the first
year! Maybe next year we'll see you "in the campground"!

Classified Ads

The next day, many kayakers opted to leave early as there
was again a threat of rain and the temps were cool We

WMCKA Board of Directors
Title

Name

Phone

Email

President
Vice Pres.
Secretary
Treasurer
At Large 1
At Large 2
At Large 3

Al Anderson
Steven Adsmond
Julie Stevens
Frits Kwant
John Van Wyk
Keith Wikle
Bill Keith

231.352.7774
231.924.3719
989.828.5783
616.956.6125
616.669.1565
269.342.0442
231.779.4349

bbkayak@betsievalley.net
adsmond@comcast.net
steven49@msu.edu
frits@iserv.net
jjvw@earthlink.net
keith.wikle@wmcka.org
elfman@netonecom.net

WMCKA Non Board Positions
Sympos. Chair
Web Guy
Newsletter

Lynn Dominguez 989.774.7305
Keith Wikle
269.342.0442
Karl Geisel
616.452.3239

Domin1LA@cmich.edu
keith.wikle@wmcka.org
karl.geisel@wmcka.org

Non-commercial “For Sale” and “Wanted”
ads are available for WMCKA members
and other area clubs. Each ad will appear
for two issues unless the individual placing
the ad notifies the editor otherwise. Ads
should be submitted in electronic format to
the editor at:
karl.geisel@wmcka.org

Wilderness Systems Sparrow Hawk.
Fiberglass. 16'6" Off white top and bottom with teal trim. About 40 to 45
pounds. Used slightly. Neoprene spray
skirt & cockpit cover included. $1,500.

A word about WMCKA events
These events are gatherings of
paddlers who share an interest
in kayaking and spending social
time together. They are open to
all interested individuals of any
(or no) skill level. There are no
leaders, lifeguards, or anyone
else responsible the safety of
those who choose to participate.
Everyone is responsible for his/
her own safety and is expected
to use common sense and good
judgement both on and off the
water. Neither WMCKA nor any
of its individual members can be
responsible for the safety of
those attending club events.

WMCKA Membership Form
Address change

Name:

New Member
Renewal

Address:

Please select a Membership option:
WMCKA Individual ($15/yr)
WMCKA Family ($20/yr)
WMCKA & ACA Individual ($45/yr)
WMCKA & ACA Family ($60/yr)
(Dual WMCKA/ACA Memberships
Include 1 year of Paddler Magazine)
Please make checks payable to WMCKA.

City:

State:

Zip:

Phone:
Email:
I would like my name, phone # and e-mail address included in
the WMCKA membership directory sent to members each year.

Mail To: WMCKA
c/o Karl Geisel
1900 Clearbrook SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49508
Jun-06
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Event Calendar
July 8
Kayak for Light

September 15-17
End-o-Summer

Ramona Park (Long Lake), Portage, MI.
More info inside this issue! This is an
outing for blind paddlers to learn the
wonderful sport of kayaking. We need
lots of volunteers, both to serve as
guides and also to work on the beach,
help with lunch, etc. For more
information contact Bill or Anne Keith at
or phone 231-779-4349.

Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore Park. It begins with a paddle
across Big Platte Lake, followed by a
float down the Platte River to Lake
Michigan. It is timed to hopefully
coincide with the running of the salmon
up the river. For more information,
contact any WMCKA officer or Board
member.

An attempt will be made at a communal
meal in the proverbial mead hall on
Saturday Night. So bring out that special
backcountry recipe to impress your
friends and frighten your enemies. If you
have questions email: keith.
wikle@wmcka.org

October 6-8
WMCKA Annual Meeting

The final event of the paddling year.
Along with paddling and camaraderie, we
hold our annual meeting at this time. We
August 4-6
gather on Friday night at the Northern
Twinkie Conflagration
Wilderness State Park*_
Exposure Campground near Mesick,
Near Frankfort, MI
Michigan, and a number of paddling
This is the second annual Flotnar, /(Old
More info inside this issue! There’s a
venues are available for kayaking on
Friday night paddle on Crystal Lake, and Norse Word for seafarer)/ assembly. The
Saturday. Saturday evening will consist
on Saturday, paddling on Lower Herring gang will converge on Wilderness State
of a main course supplied by WMCKA
Park to paddle Lake Michigan, take on
Lake out to Lake Michigan, with a sack
for a donation, followed by the annual
the wind, the waves, and camp at the
lunch. Saturday dinner is a Mexican
meeting. For further information, contact
potluck. Camping is primitive, with fresh State Park. Make your reservations
either Bill or Anne Keith at 231-779today. Please note: this is an open water
water nearby. For information on this
4349, or email at
outing with cold water, and possibility for
event, contact Al or Betsie Anderson at
high wind and waves, dress for
231-352-5220. or email
immersion, and be prepared to get wet.
bbkayak@betsievalley.net.

September 22-24
Wind, Waves, & Wine

c/o Karl Geisel
1900 Clearbrook SE
Grand Rapids MI 49508

