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Symposium- “I’ll Be Back!”
By Steve Muntz, Rockford, IL

I don’t remember how I first heard of the WMCKA Symposium
near Muskegon, MI, but I’ve had it on the list of possibilities for a
couple of years. There are several sea kayaking symposiums in
the western Great Lakes and two of them that I’ve been to have
been very different, so I first asked a few people I knew if they
had any experience with this event. That search came back with
no results but I decided to go anyway-and I’m glad I did.
The symposium is held at the YMCA’s Camp Pendalouan on Big
Blue Lake, which is just the kind of place you think of when the
words summer camp are mentioned. The option of having meals
served in the dining room was very convenient and will let you get
to know a lot of other paddlers. When you first arrive at the symposium, you’ll unload your kayak at the beach and then head up to
the parking lot adjacent to the soccer field that is used for camping. Once you’re parked, you won’t need your car for the rest of
the weekend. They also had cabins and parking for small RV’s.
This year’s special guest was explorer and author (and dancer!)
Jon Turk, who put on a presentation about his latest book In The
Wake of the Jomon. Sunday night included the Betsie Bay Kayak
builders. I could tell that everyone was looking forward to seeing
the band, and they really were excellent. Other highlights included Doug VanDoren’s demonstration of rolling with a bowling
ball and also a folding chair, as well as a towing demonstration
with simulated rough weather conditions. Actually, I wonder if
the simulated conditions were thought of at last year’s wine and
cheese party!
This is a very well run and organized group, and this being their
18th annual symposium, they seem to have it down to a science.
Somehow they were even able to make the typical Memorial Day
rain storms happen at convenient times, such as once during dinner with enough time to clear up so that the night paddle was still
possible, All of the classes meet in close proximity to each other,
but are spread out enough that you never feel crowded.
Getting there: Like any rational person, I wasn’t looking forward
to driving around Chicago on Memorial Day Weekend but there
wasn’t anywhere near as much traffic as I expected. The 280 mile
drive from my house near downtown Rockford took just over five
hours each way and really only slowed down for a short time in
the middle of downtown Chicago, as expected on any day. I suspect that the high gas prices may have kept some people off the
road this weekend but one Chicago-are instructor who has been to
this event several times said that this is usually the case. Another
option is the Lake Express ferry from Milwaukee to Muskegon,
leaving only a 20 mile drive once reaching Michigan. Although
this would be a very convenient option, it was also quite expensive

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE 19TH ANNUAL
WMCKA SYMPOSIUM MAY 23-26!!

A towing demonstration with simulated rough weather conditions during the 2007 Symposium

And the sticker shock kept me from trying to book this until after
it was already full. Counting the drive to Milwaukee and the time
at the dock, the ferry wouldn’t have saved much time anyway.
Classes: I saw a lot on Inuit style kayaks and there are quite a few
classes catering to traditional paddling. For these options. There
are also similar classes at the same times for Euro style paddling.
They also offer a very popular children’s program. The first onwater class I took was
for basic Euro strokes,
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Symposium Cont.
Teaching skills from rolling to rescue to
standing up in a kayak. I didn’t quite get
there myself but have the bruises to prove
that I tried! Many informative classes
were held off the water including kayak
repair, back country cooking, navigation
and how to dress for different conditions.
This symposium does not offer any off-site
tours, which I think was a good decision.
Although I always end up taking one of
them at other symposiums, I usually miss
out on a class or two that could be beneficial. It just makes life a lot easier on everybody, and I really didn’t miss it. This
symposium was really a great learning experience and a lot of fun! The cost of the
symposium and the meals are quite reasonable if you’re an ACA and EMCKA member, and camping is free. It’s actually less
expensive to join both organizations
(WMCKA members can join ACA at a
discount) than to register as a non-member.

Discovering the Rock—Part 2
The plan was to save a buck; ten actually.
We were heading back to the Avalon
Peninsula, and I hoped to avoid a tendollar processing fee by having someone
at the Visitor Center make my provincial
park reservation for me; didn’t work.
However, we were quite successful in a
totally unexpected way.
When the conversation switched to
whales, a young employee informed me,
“Yesterday, the caplin were really rolling
at Long Beach and there were two humpbacks off Southport.” By now, Sue was
not surprised when I immediately turned
the rig around and backtracked to heed
this latest tip.
We’d heard many caplin theories; that
they come in on a full moon or that they
need the right kind of beach. They like a
high tide. The caplin fog is what brings
them in. Fact is, when they’re ready, the
males squeeze the roe out of a female and
fertilize the eggs, which stick to the
grains of sand. Millions of caplin hit the
beaches and when they do, the whales are
close behind.
We soon found ourselves driving along
the Southwest Arm being struck by its
beauty and the promise of its place

Wharves with fishing boats, a church, no
real downtown and few people about;
“These are fishing villages. You know,
maybe they don’t like tourists poking
around:, I wondered out loud. Retracing
our route, I resolved to find someone to
talk to. The scene was just too uniquely
beautiful to not get a full understanding of
it. When I stopped to catch someone
boarding his boat, I discovered a flat tire
on the camper, followed closely by the
realization that I had no lug wrench; a
stranding which turned out to be the best
flat tire I’ve ever had.
See Discovering Page 4

Classified Ads

Volunteers Needed for
Kayaking for Light
This year’s Kayak for Light event will be
held on Saturday, July 12, from 10 AM to
4 PM in Ramona Park, Portage, Michigan.
Lunch will be provided for all kayakers,
guides and volunteers. We need WMCKA
members (non WMCKA members are welcome, also) who are interested in giving a
day to help others and feel great about
themselves! Even if you don’t feel comfortable working in the water with a blind
paddler, you could help on shore with various things such as registration, lunch, helping paddlers with equipment, etc. You do
not have to be an experienced kayaker to
assist with Kayak for Light. Many kayaks,
paddles, etc. will be provided for the day
by Lee’s Fun and Adventure Store, Portage, Michigan. Any extra kayaks or gear
that you could lend for the day would also
be very welcome. We especially need double kayaks, and wide, stable kayaks with
large, open cockpits and extra large PFD’s.
For more information call Bill or Anne
Keith @231-779-4349 or email them:
elfman@netonecom.net

Long Beach. We’d have to drive to the
end and find someplace to turn around, my
excitement only mildly dampened by Sue’s
concern over the smell of the brakes overheating on the steep downhills.

Non-commercial “For Sale” and “Wanted” ads are available for WMCKA members and
other area clubs. Each ad will appear for two issues unless the individual placing the ad
notifies the editor otherwise. Ads should be submitted in electronic format to the editor at:
newsletter@wmcka.org

Betsie Bay Recluse - Fiberglass. $1100. Kayaksport round hatches. Cockpit
cover. Towline eye and cleat. Contact: Steve at adsmond@comcast.net 231-9243719.
Folbot Expedition Greenland II – Folding tandem kayak. Excellent condition,
lots of extras. Asking $1,200. Contact Vikki at 248.666.2224 or
vmaks@comcast.net for more details.
Wilderness Systems Sparrow Hawk. Fiberglass. 16'6" Off white top and bottom
with teal trim. About 40 to 45 pounds. Used slightly. Neoprene spray skirt & cockpit cover included. $1,500. Contact Susan at 616-538-1759.
2007 Brand New Pyranha H:3 255 Whitewater River runner for $750.
Used Dagger RPM MAX in great shape $450.
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Discovering the Rock Cont….
Within ten minutes, Johnny and Silas, two
local fishermen stopped to help. In less
than an hour, the repaired tire was remounted and we were having lunch with
Johnny’s wife Delores and daughter, Brittany. As I revealed my ‘whale quest’,
Johnny reached for the phone. After confirming a humpback sighting, we were all
off in his ‘speedboat’. We quickly had a
bearing on two humpbacks, and spent the
next three hours on the tour of a lifetime on
the Southwest Arm and Trinity Bay. As if
getting close enough to smell the humpbacks’ breath and landing on a seagull
rookery wasn’t enough, after another
phone call we were invited to camp right
on the water at Long Beach!
The next several days included frying up
caplin for dinner, fantastic day paddles and
a cordial Minke paying Sue a visit as she
sat reading on the swing at ‘our’ campsite.
The true highlight though, was the generosity of the folks who brought us food and
water and volunteered their homes if we
needed to shower or would like to relocate
to their driveway to have access to electricity.
On our last night in Little Heart’s Ease, we
enjoyed an absolute seafood feast with
Johnny and Delores. The evening ended
with an invitation to join Johnny and crew
the next morning as they set their purseSiene to make a sample catch of caplin for
the government, so that the season might
be officially opened. The cost of meeting
this requirement falls totally on the captain
who’ll agree to do it; a policy which gives
some insight into the government’s priorities. After resettling in provincial parks
closest to promising kayaking destinations,
we took full advantage of our remaining
days. Launching from Tor’s Cove or
Bauline East gave us quick access to the
Witless Bay Ecological Reserve, site of the
highest concentration of humpbacks. On
one windless day, Sue joined me for a very
peaceful paddle out to Great Island, about
two miles offshore. The island rookeries
attract about three million birds and by
day’s end we’d

grown accustomed to Turs and Puffins
buzzing our kayaks or popping up right
next to us after a 600 foot dive. We didn’t spot whales, but the adrenalin did get
pumping when eight sharp dorsal fins
came speeding towards us. As they
broke formation, three of the White
Sided Dolphins checked us out more
closely before joining the feeding frenzy.
In true fisherman fashion, we later
learned that we’d just missed a pod of ten
humpbacks, but at least we knew for sure
that they were coming in; a fact my solo
paddle from Brigus South would soon
confirm. I tucked behind the cliffs as a
powerful offshore wind sent fog and
breakers out to sea. From the last possible hidey-hole I watched diving birds
feed and strained my eyes to spot a blow
within the fog bank. Suddenly, while
paddling back, the bushy blow of a
humpback appeared about 100 yards off.
One of them flicked its tail skyward and I
could see that they were coming right at
me! I waited. Before long, one, then
another surfaced. Suddenly, a blow
twenty yards from me and they’re gone,
circling back out maybe. I eased as far
offshore as possible, keeping my bow to
windward, waited and watched to no
avail.
Onshore, peering through binoculars, Sue
had a much different perspective. “I
thought those whales were going to land
on top of you!” Downwind and unknown to me my ‘blackfish’ were lifting
their tales out repeatedly and having a
high old time!
As our last paddle day arrived, the
weather broke and with a new launch site
in mind, we headed back to Cape Broyle.
We were welcomed by a whale blowing
right offshore as we started to carry down
our gear. Within ten minutes of launching, we sat with huge smiles and watched
two Minkes feed by rushing at the cliffs
and gorging on the caplin they’d trapped
there.
By day’s end, we’d see about twenty-five
whales and not one other boat. We’d
find a landing with caplin like a ‘black
wall’ and a beach so puffed up with eggs
that I mistook it for fine sand. We had a
humpback pass slowly within twenty
yards and then grant our wish by doing a
tail flick on its last dive.
The best was yet to com. Suddenly, a
white wave jumped up about 150 yards
away and then a crash like a cannon shot
echoed off the cliff; a forty ton

Humpback belly flop! “Let’s get a little
closer,” I whispered. He wasn’t done and
came straight out of the water, this time
literally standing on his tail. He pirouetted,
fanning his thirteen-foot pectoral fins
through the air and crashed back to the sea!
We could hardly believe what we’d seen,
and as I write this, the experience still has a
dreamlike quality.
After a day like that, there’s not much you
can do but fold up the camper and head for
home. Though we only scratched the surface in terms of kayaking potential, we
gained a much deeper satisfaction from the
many gracious people we met on “The
Rock.” Beyond the hospitality, there’s a
strong pride of place that makes someone
‘from away’ appreciate their visit even
more.

Annual Meeting & Turkey Roast Oct. 10-12
Mesick
The annual meeting and paddling weekend
will be held the second weekend of October at the Northern Exposure Campground,
located on the Hodenpyl Dam on the Manistee River. The dam is approximately 6
miles long and about a mile wide. It is
surrounded by beautiful pine and hardwood forests. The dam waters are clean
and clear.
In addition to paddling on the dam there is
an opportunity to paddle on the Manistee
River above or below the dam. This would
be an option in the event of extremely
windy or inclement weather. For anyone
interested in paddling on Lame Michigan,
it is approximately 25 minutes to a launch
site.
The campground itself will have numerous
open sites. During October, very few other
campers will be found at Northern Exposure. The campground manager has reserved an entire section of the campground
exclusively for the WMCKA event.

Cont. next page...
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Mesick cont…..
Each site has piped-in water and electric.
Reduced rates to members and both tent
and RV sites are available. This campground has newly paved roads and excellent launch opportunities at each waterfront
site. Numerous hiking trails & access to
the North Country trail nearby.
On Saturday evening, WMCKA will provide roast turkey and attendees are requested to bring a side dish or dessert. A
donation will be taken.
Prices:
$15 per night for pull through sites
$12 per night for waterfront sites
$11 per night for back lots
Reservations: 1-800-563-7425 or 231-8851199. Please indicate that you are with
WMCKA.
There are 2 motels in Mesick about 5 min.
from the campground. The Mushroom
Cap 231-885-1222 and the Village Motel
231-885-1370
Directions: North of Grand Rapids US 131
to M-115, then northwest to Mesick. It is
approximately a 2 hour drive from Grand
Rapids. For more information:
Call Bill & Anne Keith @231-779-4349 or
email elfman@netonecom.net

Demoing Kayaks
By Mike Vlaikov

After spending the entire afternoon
demoing kayaks at Elizabeth Park I think
I’m closer to making a decision. Before I
reveal my choices I must include the methodology for making them.
It all started several months ago
when I realized that after purchasing a Wilderness Systems Tsunami (my first kayak)
that this was not my ideal kayak. Don’t
mistake this for a bash against my current
boat it has tremendous usefulness and will
serve its purpose and suit many paddlers.
My Stats: Height-5’6”
Weight- 160 lbs.
Inseam- 30”
Shoe size- 7
Experience- 7 months, I am a
motivated paddler. I get out and practice
braces strokes and boat control at least
twice per week.
I first considered what I did not like about
the Tsunami.
It is too wide and too high decked for
my torso- I’m an under average
height man with fairly short arms
and legs as well.

Deck rigging is in the right places
for all my gear, safety and
others.
The initial stability is rock solidgreat for a beginning paddler
but I looking for a kayak that I
can be more aggressive with.
It’s too short for touring speed and
open water
The high seat back seemed like it
would be very comfortable but
actually causes problems after
paddling long distances- and
REALLY gets in the way during self and assisted rescues.
It has a rudder-some people swear
by them but I do not like the
fact that this system does not
have both static foot braces
and rudder control braces.
It is made of rotomolded plasticdurable but deforms easily, is
not very rigid and is quite
heavy for its length.
Next I considered what I did like.
It tracked well for a shorter boat
It is fairly quick for a plastic boat
The stability is great for fishing out
of it.
The seat bottom has under thigh
support
The seat bottom has under thigh
support that keeps your legs
from going numb.
Rock solid secondary stability so edging is easy and effective.
Deck rigging is in the right places for
all my gear, safety and others.
After finding this all out I deduced that
I was in search of a Sea Kayak with:
1. 21.5” beam or less
2. 2. 13” or less deck height
3. 16’ or longer-i.e. fast
4. Low seat back
5. Made of fiberglass or other composite
6. A Skeg
7. Solid secondary stability for edging
and playboating
The kayaks I tested at the demo were—
P&H Capella 161, Valley Nordkapp
LV, NDK Romany LV, NDK Explorer
LV. Riverside Connection provided the
demo. Sun and Snow offers demo’s in
the Ann Arbor area. S&S mainly
stocks Current Designs, Wilderness
Systems and Hurricane Kayaks. It was
on a rainy Sunday afternoon calm conditions in a protected canal. There was
no wave action to compare with the
calm conditions. This is how each boat
felt to me:
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Capella 161-Well made, lightweight,
yawed with powerful strokes but tracked
ok, very maneuverable. I would even go as
far as to say it felt nimble, very quick and
responsive to a number of strokes. Edging
was easy and had good secondary stability.
Deck height was ok, and the cockpit did fit
me pretty well. Comfortable seat, thigh
braces in good location. Great foot pegs.
Nordkapp LV-Seemed a little heavy but
well made. Tracked flawlessly even when
sprinting with power strokes. It felt a little
sluggish in acceleration but cruising speed
was pretty fast once achieved. Secondary
stability harder to find but once on edge
responded well and made good turns. Seat
comfortable but deck height felt high for a
Low Volume boat and I felt as though I
had to adjust my paddle stroke (I have a
pretty low angle stroke). Thigh braces a
little to far forward for my short torso.
NDK Romany LV-Well made, decent
weight. Yawed ever so slightly under
strong power strokes but did not need skeg
to track well. Very quick and responsive
to strokes. Accelerated fast and maintained good speed. Deck height is quite
low, thigh braces in the perfect spot. Seat
comfortable enough but legs started to go
numb. Edges
Wonderfully, very good secondary stability.
NDK Explorer LV-The same as Romany
except heavier. Accelerates quickly and
maintained a faster cruising speed than the
Romany (since it is a foot and a half
longer). Tracks like a dart but turns pretty
good when out on edge.
Drum Roll Please….
The NDK Explorer LV has stolen my heart
thus far.
My decision is not set in stone because I
have not tested it in heavy wave action.
Also, I have a few other boats that I did not
Have a chance to paddle yet. The P&H
Sirius, P&H Bahiya, and Nigel Foster Silhouette are the next boats I have chosen to
paddle before I purchase.
To sum it up, I would say take you time
and go to as many demo days as you can.
Test kayaks from all manufacturers and
different designs. Just because you like the
looks of a kayak does not mean it will react
to you as a paddler. Start with a list of
features that are most important to the least
important. Choose the kayak that meets
most of your demands. If, after purchasing
it does not keep up with you, trade it or sell
it for one that does. Don’t risk losing out
on the passion we call paddling!
Find out what Mike chooses in our next
Newsletter!

Kayak for Light

Mesick
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WMCKA Board of Directors
Title

Name

President
Al Anderson
Vice Pres.
Steven Adsmond
Secretary
Julie Steven
ven49@msu.edu
Treasurer
Frits Kwant
At Large 1
Bob Burmania
At Large 2
Paul Fishback
At Large 3
Bill Keith

Phone

Email

231.352.7774
231.924.3719

bbkayak@betsievalley.net
adsmond@comcast.net
989.828.5783
ste-

616.956.6125
616.682.0640
616.249.0104
231.779.4349

frits@iserv.net
fishbacp@gvsu.edu
elfman@netonecom.net

WMCKA Non Board Positions
Sympos. Chair
Web Guy
Newsletter

Lynn Dominguez 989.774.7305
Keith Wikle
269.342.0442
Rocky & Char
616.698-9477
Kimball

Domin1LA@cmich.edu
keith.wikle@wmcka.org
newsletter@wmcka.org

SUBMISSIONS
Articles, photos, trip reports, announcements for trips or any other materials relating to kayaking are welcome for submission. Electronic media is preferred (plain
text, or MS Word format please).
Materials are subject to editing.
Send to: newsletter@wmcka.org
Submissions for the
Summer WMCKA Newsletter
need to be received before:

WMCKA Membership Form
Address change

Name:

New Member
Renewal

Address:

Please select a Membership option:
WMCKA Individual ($15/yr)
WMCKA Family ($20/yr)
WMCKA & ACA Individual ($45/yr)
WMCKA & ACA Family ($60/yr)
(Dual WMCKA/ACA Memberships
Include 1 year of Paddler Magazine)
Please make checks payable to WMCKA.

State:

City:

Zip:

Phone:
Email:
I would like my name, phone # and e-mail address included in the
WMCKA membership directory sent to members each year.

Mail To: WMCKA

c/o Karl Geisel
1900 Clearbrook SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49508

Sunday,
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A word about WMCKA
events
These events are
gatherings of paddlers who
share an interest in
kayaking and spending
social time together. They
are open to all interested
individuals of any (or no)
skill level. There are no
leaders, lifeguards, or
anyone else responsible for
the safety of those who
choose to participate.
Everyone is responsible for
his/her own safety and is
expected to use common
sense and good judgement
both on and off the water.
Neither WMCKA nor any of
its individual members can
be responsible for the safety
of those attending club
events.

2008 Calendar of Events
April 25-27

Spring Gathering-Ludington SP

May 23-26

Symposium

July 12

Kayak For Light

Frankfort

TBD (usually in August)

End-O-Summer

TBD (usually in September)

Wind-Waves-Wine TBD
Annual Meeting & Turkey Roast—Mesick

Rocky & Char Kimball
3432 Mistywood
Caledonia, MI 49316

October 10-12

