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West Michigan Coastal Kayaker
SPRING CONFLUENCE THIS
WEEKEND!

your choice of either a Symposium t-shirt or a year
WMCKA membership.

By Shelley Misenheimer (edited from Facebook posts)
The first gathering of the club for the year is this
weekend, May 4-6 at Ludington State Park
(Beechwood Middle and Back Campgrounds). The
group gets together for paddling, camping,
socializing, eating, and telling stories of the days
conquests around the fire at night. Paddling can be
done on Hamlin Lake and for those inspired out to
the Big Lake (Michigan, that is). Saturday dinner is
scheduled for 6:00 p.m. Since it’s Cinco de Mayo, the
meal will be tacos with all the trimmings, chips, salsa,
and refried beans. That will be provided by the club!
To round out the whole theme, please bring potluck
dishes to share with a Mexican flare. Ideas are
Spanish rice, cheese dip, guacamole, your favorite
hot sauce,. Feel free to bring and share your favorite
libation as well. Sombreros are welcome! If enough
people make and bring salsa, there will have a taste
off!

PRESIDENT’S PADDLE
By Steve Adsmond
Art Prize at Symposium
Greetings!
Symposium is coming up soon, in less
than a month...
We still need lots of people to
register to make this Symposium a success. Please
tell everyone you know who has a kayak that this is
one of the best Symposiums for learning kayak skills
in the country. Did you know that if you refer a
person to Symposium, and they put your name on
the registration form in the small box on the
bottom right as Referred by: you will receive

This year our fantastic guest instructor, Marsha
Henson, co-owner of Sea Kayak Georgia, is also an
artist. She paints with acrylic paint on canvas and
will be displaying her art for sale at Symposium this
year. Her exhibit of paintings is titled “Studies of
Water Moods” . In this newsletter you will see two
of her art pieces. These will be on display during
Symposium and available for sale on a first come first
served basis. These will be shown as unstretched
canvas and Marsha can assist with instructions for
framing them to the purchasers.
Marsha is flying in from Tybee Island Georgia, but
can’t fit her Romany on the plane. I am looking for a
loan of a Romany that Marsha can paddle at
Symposium. If you know of one or have one you
could loan, please contact me at
adsmond@comcast.net. Thank you!
I hope you are getting your boats wet and finding
great new opportunities to kayak. I am told the
Muskegon River is just booming with Osprey and Bald
Eagles this week as the salmon hatch moves down
the river and bigger fish become very active to eat
their fill.
Right above them are the birds of prey
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cont’d from p. 1

coming in for breakfast. A great paddle begins at
Maple Island road and heads downriver toward
Muskegon. This is a secluded wooded stretch of river
and you most likely won’t find too much company on
the river in the morning hours.
We look forward to see you at our first club paddle
outing in Ludington. This outing gives you chances to
paddle in Lake Michigan or the inland lake on the east
side of Ludington State Park. I know you may have
thought you were current with your Mexican history,
but Kenneth Nesbitt tells the rest of the story in this
issue of the Mexican holiday on the 5th of May.
This is your newsletter and succeeds when you submit
and share your passion for paddling, trying new
gear, finding a great paddling destination to
share, etc. It works when you write! WMCKA
newsletter editor Shelley Misenheimer and
husband Steve have just settled in Rockford.
Shelley is glad to keep publishing but hasn’t had
material to do that. So, I am asking you for your
contributions!

Watermood 4, By Marsha Henson

Your Article Would

See you on the Water!
Steve Adsmond

Look Great Right Here in
this Big Empty Space!

Watermood 2, By Marsha Henson
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23rd Annual WMCKA Symposium
Invitation

Cinco de Mayo
By: Kenneth Nesbitt

By Lynn Dominguez – WMCKA Symposium Chair
When was the last time you attended the WMCKA
Symposium? This might be the year to check it out
again! Besides our wonderful guest speaker/instructor
Marsha Henson, we have some new classes scheduled
to roll out for this symposium edition.
•

Have you been wondering what those crazy
people are doing standing up to paddle at your
local lake, with only one blade too? Come to
symposium this year and take a Stand Up
Paddleboard class to find out what all the
excitement is about or maybe just demo one.

Most people don't know that back in 1912, Hellman's
mayonnaise was manufactured in England. In fact, the
Titanic was carrying 12,000 jars of the condiment
scheduled for delivery in Vera Cruz, Mexico, which was
to be the next port of call for the great ship after its
stop in New York.
This would have been the largest single shipment of
mayonnaise ever delivered to Mexico. But as we know,
the great ship did not make it to New York. The ship
hit an iceberg and sank, and the cargo was forever
lost.
The people of Mexico, who were crazy about
mayonnaise, and were eagerly awaiting its delivery,
were disconsolate at the loss. Their anguish was so
great, that they declared a National Day of Mourning,
which they still observe to this day.

•

Tired of renting kayaks or feel like it’s time for
an upgrade – or maybe just something new?
Join Ken Fink for a walking tour of the many
kayaks available ending at the Demo Beach
and a chance to try out a new kayak. He will
discuss the advantages and limitations of The National Day of Mourning occurs each year on
different designs, materials, and paddling May 5th and is known, of course, as Sinko de Mayo.
styles to help you decide on your first or
fifteenth kayak.

•

Also new this year will be a demonstration on
how to rescue a recreational kayak. More and
more of these kayaks are showing up on the
local lakes.
Without bulkheads or flotation
they are very difficult to rescue. Watch some
of our expert instructors demonstrate a rescue.

•

Ready to try out your kayak’s speed? Get
together a team of three kayakers and join in
our relay race – just be prepared, you might
not always be going forward!

•

Finally, join Ken Fink again for a basic tabletop
introduction to navigation. Learn to use a
plastic ziplock bag to navigate on your next
trip.

Wouldn’t Your Photos
help this empty space
look better?

Remember, early registration closes after May 14th so
go to www.wmcka.org to register. Encourage some of
your friends to join you and kick off the new paddling
season while brushing up on your skills.
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WMCKA
Board Of Directors
President

Steve Adsmond
231-924-3719
adsmond@comcast.net

Vice Pres.

Jack Keyes
231-668-6576
ackkeyes@charter.net

Secretary

Julie Stevens
989-828-5763
stevens49@msu.edu

Treasurer

Carolyn White
269-921-1041
cyakfun@gmail.com

At Large #1

Kenneth Nesbitt
269-330-1040
TillWeDance@acd.net

At Large #2

Jim Mulder
269-217-3029
info@gunlakepaddlesports.com

At Large #3

Bryan Kapteyn
616-293-2101
b.kapteyn@comcast.net

FOR SALE
Betsie Bay Recluse, fiberglass, white.
Betsie Bay
Greenlander paddle, black neoprene spray skirt, Lotus
Designs kayaking PFD, yellow w/reflective markings. All for
$1,200. 231-924-3719. adsmond@comcast.net.

UPCOMING PADDLES
Paddles on the WMCKA Web site
Remember that the events marked with
a n a s t e r i s k ( * ) a r e n o n -W M C K A
sponsored events.
Calendar
May 4-6: Spring Confluence

Symp. Chair

Web Guy

Newsletter

Lynn Dominguez
989-774-7305
domin1a@cmich.edu

May 25-28: 23rd Annual WMCKA Sea Kayak Symposium

Karl Geisel
616-452-3239
karl.geisel@wmcka.org

July 13-15: Lime Island Weekend

June 15-17 - Newaygo State Park Paddle on the Pond

Sept. 14-16: End-O-Summer Weekend
Oct 5-7: WMCKA Annual Meeting, Mesick

Steve & Shelley Misenheimer
734-320-9663
shelleymize@yahoo.com

For location, cost, and equipment requirements, please see
the Events Page at www.wmcka.org

Submissions
Articles, photos, trip reports, announcements
for trips or any other materials related to
kayaking are welcome for submission.
Electronic media (plain text or MS-Word
format) is preferred. Materials are subject to
editing
Send to: wmcka.news@Yahoo.com
Submissions due by 15th of the previous month
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